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i. Church relief for Hungary 18 complicated by Hungar.an goVelumene SC ssc 

strictly controlling private relief agencies. Thie control reflects the hostil- a 
ity of the Ruszian military authorities toward shurch relief work. Foreign i 
ehareh representatives find difficulty in obtaining entry visas. the Russians, 
44 ie believed, view the strongly religious peasantry a8 3 stumbling block to ‘ 
Soviet plans for Hungary. Yet neither the Russians nor the Hungarian Governnant i 
have taken steps to curp religious freedom in Hungary 


3, President Zoltan Tiley of the Hungarian Republic not only rejects the idea that 
the church owes allegiance to the new regime, Dub he £5 sonvinced that the state 
owes a definite obligation te the church. The President was an ordained minister 

ov the Rungexien Reformed Church until he entered office. The State aeeks to 
encourage religious podies, harmed by land reforms which reduced all holdings 
to less than 1,000 acres aach, especially an the support of the important church 
genools. They consbtitate sixty percent of all Hongarlan educatLonal institutions. 


ames ct ten 


confessional achvols were largely subsidized by generous land endowments. Thus, zt 
in losing the land, the church runs ths risk of losing the schools. The Goverment — 
now pays the salaries of all. bishops and zontributes substantially to the salaries 
of the clergy. Free churches recelve nothing. 


The Goverment will rebuild at state expens® one church for each of the three 


principal eonfessions. A Catholic church will be erected in Esatergems; a Reformed 
an Debrecen, and a Lutheran 4n Budapest. Approval ‘of the Methodist petition te 
the Government for official recognition as 4 church is expected goof. ALL religious 


groups now posess freedom of worship and instructions 


fhe Roman Catholics, openly opposed to the Goverment, complain that their PELL BONS 
processions meet interlerence. Protestante say the Government opposes Christian 
youth work, while permitting political parties te veeruLt freely. 


3. The Ruselans have veturned hundveds of buildings belonging to churches which they 
seized during the war for military purposes. They usually are in deplorable condi- 
tion. More than 25 railroad carloads of equipment were removed from one deaconess 

houss and hospital. Even the window frames were taken froin one church achool. 


fhe uncertainty of Russian policy agiiates the churches. More than five tons of 
periodicals and publications were taken from the theological library at Debrecemes 
Lesser quantities were taken from other faculties. The purge is not yet finished. 
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3 | Cons Tomgz 
any cauniners are Russian Amay officers who are particularly interests ta a 
copies of American and British magazines. The name of Lenin or Stalin is said 
to be srounds enough for confiscation. The material is declared "Yascist". 
Librarians are unadle to predict whut litcrature will so be typed. 


Despite this supervision, some Co.zsunists retain shure; membership. One is an 
elder in a Reformed Church at Budapest. This shurch 16 considered reactionary. 


The Roman Catholic Churcn, backed by a population alisost seventy five percont 
Catholic, ‘openly opposes the Governaent. It is led by Cardinal Mindsazenty, a 
popular chamyion throushout the country who cajoys the support of some Protestants 
in his condemation of the old injustices which continue under the new rezine. 


The Catholic Church is bitter over the loss of millions of ucres confiscated under 
the land reform. But little importance is attached to the fact both the fresident 
of tlungary, Zoltan Tildy, and the Prime “linister, Fev-nce Nagy, are Reformed. 
rrotestunt-Catholic relations are food. 


A strong evangelical trend is appearing in all irotestant groups. In the Reformed 
Church, a left-wing threatens a foraal split in the Church, but as no desire 
exists to form a separate church, coth parties are working to crevent the schism. 


The racical group, called the "Friends of Evengcligation" is led by Pastors ockefy 
and Albert Eereczky, both well-known church leaders in Hungary and close to the 
present recinc. So close, in fact, that they ure accused of making compromises with 
Comaunisn. bub to their critics in the cautious body of their church, they say 
that if they co not recounize the fact that they are now within the Russian "sphere 
of influence", they will place the church in jeopardly as "reactionary". Bereczky 
is « former seminary classmate of trcesident Tildy. 


interest in all churches runs high. [rime Minister Nagy is reported to have said 
that in many villages the peasants rebuilt their churches, schools und parsonages 
watore working on toeir own homes. 


‘uring Reformation Week there were two creat muss meetings in Budapest's Musiec Hall. 
One ineluacd Laptists, nethodists, Salvation army, lc Catholics and Seven Day 


Adventists. About 3,000 people crowded the large hall. The leader of the Old Catholics 


{who nunber only 600 in Hungary) asked "state" churches to cut the last cords which 
bind them. The leader of the adventists ceclured that religious leadership was to 
be expected from the Vest und not from the East. The other meeting was conducted 
by the Luthergn and Reformed communions, which applauded the attendance of the 
fresicent of Nunjary and its rime inister, 


Russian interference was suspected in an attempt to organize a Catholic group to 
oppose Cardinal iHindezenty. A report was circulated that the Russians selected the 
Hung farian Minister to Moscow--an ardent Catholic--for the task. Dut attempts to 
form @ new church party have been largely unsuccessful. 


The Russian Orthodox Chureh approached the small Serb-Orthodex group In Hungary 
through the Bishop of Murkacs (tmcaevo) of Ruthenia who belongs to the Uniat 
Church which recently renounced Rome. (Ituthenia is now a part of the USSR? 
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